WINTER 2019

Park Brilliant With New Lighting
Installation of 37 new lightpoles, completed in early February after
five years of planning and six weeks of construction, has given the east side of
Reservoir Park a brilliance unprecedented in its history.
The 14-foot pink granitoid poles are spaced every 60 to 75 feet along
the Park’s paths and walkways. The 30-inch ribbed acrylic plastic lamps feature
75-watt LED bulbs, expected to provide 100,000 hours of service. Installation
was done by RJP Electric, who also put in new underground wiring, required because the 37 new lights are double the 18 cobra-head lightpoles that were there.
The $285,000 cost of the lights was covered by funds from the 2013
City Parks Improvements Bond Issue, as allocated by 6th Ward Alderwoman
Christine Ingrassia.
That was the same source for the $150,000 to rebuild the park’s tennis
courts in 2016, and $42,000 to restore the antique light fixtures on the Water
Tower in 2015—both allocated by Ald. Ingrassia.
“This has been a long-planned and complicated project,” said John
Maxwell, president of the WTPPS, “but persistent work by board member Keith
Wolkoff and others on the board has produced a wonderful improvement for the
park and our entire neighborhood.” Doubling the illumination boosts the security
and usefulness of the park to all its users, he noted.
Still to come is the installation of new lights in the south and west sections of the Park. Plans call for 18 lightpoles along the Russell Blvd. side, and
46 along the Grand Blvd. section. Estimated cost of 64 lightpoles for these two
areas is $478,000.
Source of these funds, however, have only been partially identified, said
Maxwell. Ald. Ingrassia has committed to cover 25 per cent of the cost, some
$114,00, from Ward 6 Capital Improvements Fund. “We believe that the Metropolitan Parks and Greenways Foundation can be counted on for approximately
$90,000,” Maxwell said. Another $10,000 has been pledged by the City Water
Div. At it’s mid-February meeting, the WTPPS Board of Directors voted to
commit $100,000 of the organization’s funds, accumulated over the past several
years from gifts, membership dues, Tower admissions and rentals. At its Feb. 12
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This view looking south from I-44 shows a few of the 37
new LED lightpoles installed in January in the east portion
of Reservoir Park. Lights at right border the path below the
reservoir, heading to the tennis courts. At left are the lights
by the playground and along the central pathway through
the park. If financing permits, another 64 lights will be
installed in the south and west sections of the Park.

monthly meeting, the Compton Hill Reservoir Square
Residents Association voted a resolution of “support”
for the Park lighting project, although an amount was
not specified.
These financial contributions, however, do not
add up to the full $478,000 cost of all 64 lightpoles.
Maxwell said that contrator is willing to install as many
of the poles as we can pay for. The agreed-upon price,
however, will expire on June 30. “We may have to
reduce the total installation if we can’t obtain the full
amount. Some other sources of funds are being eplored”,
he added.

A Stretch . . . and a Great Leap
AS YOU READ IN THE
STORY ABOVE,
we are contributing $100,000
of our bank account in order to
complete the installation of new
pathway lighting on the south
and west portions of Reservoir

Park. These are dollars you’ve produced for us, collected
visitor by visitor to the Tower over the past years. And, they
represent your annual mem-berships, loyally contributed year
by year. We alsoexpect other funds coming from the City’s
Alderwoman, from the Water Div. and from theMetro Parks
and Greenways Foundation. Despite these contributions, we
will still have a shortfall of some $164,000. I am, nonetheless,
See Message, Page 6
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Underwater Assaults on Cattails Successful
Dozens of students from Maryville University spent
several hours on a muggy mid-September morning
slashing and hacking with curved-bladed pruning
saws, assaulting the cattails that have proliferated
in the Reservoir Park pond. A similar attack earlier
in the summer by WTPPS and Operation Brightside
volunteers also reduced the crop notably. Cutting
below the waterline, and ripping the plants’ roots
from the mud, seems to be a successful strategy, says
John Maxwell, WTPPS president, preventing 95 percent of the stalks from growing back. Thanks, M’ville,
for helping us deal with a major problem!

Residents Group Foresees
Dog Park Re-Opening

Park Gets New Drinking
Fountain

A group of residents of the Compton Hill Reservoir Square
Neighborhood working to re-open the Reservoir Park Dog Park predict
that the facility could be up and running by April 1. It had been operating for several years, but closed in 2017 when organizers could not
meet costs of newly mandated insurance coverage.
Adam Olszeski, informal chairperson of the group, said the
Dog Park is required to be legally separate from the Water Tower and
Park Preservation Society, and the Compton Hill Reservoir Square
Residents Association.
His initial efforts to obtain status as a Limited Liability Corporation with the Missouri Secretary of State’s office had been sidetracked, but a new application has now been completed.
No schedule of membership fees has been fixed, he said,
adding that the group was seeking to enroll dog owners from a wide
area of the City, in order to produce enough revenue to cover insurance
costs.
Financial support to help cover insurance costs for the dog
park has been pledged by the WTPPS.

CORRECTION
The story in the previous issue of this newsletter, reporting
on the launching of the display of historic photos at the Water Tower,
neglected to fully identify Andrew Wanko, the master of ceremonies for
the event, Wanko is a member of the board of directors of the Landmarks
Association of St. Louis, and was representing that organization’s participation in the event. The editor apologizes for the lapse in identification.

Steven Essen of Spartan Plumbing Co. does final connections on a new two-level handicapped-accessible drinking fountain
installed on the Russell Blvd. side of the Park in mid-September. The
project, costing some $20,000, required excavating a trench to the
middle of the street, for a new service line to replace the lead pipe
which had connected to the water main. The new fountain in
Reservoir Park was one of several put in various parks by the City
Parks Div.

OFFICERS
John Maxwell. . . . . . . . . . President
John Palmer. . . . . . . . . .
Secretary
David Seifert. . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
DIRECTORS
Bob Byrne
Ken Chapman
Fran Fanara
Karen Goering
Bob Herleth

Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia (Ex-officio)
Steven Kidwell
Patricia Taillon Miller
Rob Rebman
Curtis Skouby (ex officio)
Keith Wolkoff

EDITOR - Bob Byrne
C O N TA C T I N F O R M AT I O N
Water Tower and Park
Preservation Society
P.O. Box 2156
St. Louis, MO 63158
314.552.9000
info@watertowerfoundation.org
www.watertowerfoundation.org
On Facebook:
Compton Hill Water Tower

Page 3

Falling Masonry Postpones Tower Opening
A recurrence of masonry falling from the upper reaches of
the Compton Hill Water Tower has caused the postponement of the
2019 season of public openings.
Fragments of limestone and precast concrete were found
repeatedly in late January and February on the ground around the
base of the Tower as well as on the stairs and the porch adjoining the main entry door. Some are pebble-sized, but others are
fist-sized, and larger, weighing four to five pounds, said John
Maxwell, President of the WTPPS. Some have fallen from the
trim around the top of the Tower, and others from the “shelving”
features on all four sides, closer to the bottom. In some cases,
fragments have fallen off areas that had been patched in prior
years. “Obviously, this presents a serious hazard to visitors
and our volunteers, and means
a cancellation of our public
openings until the problem can
be abated,” he said
Accordingly, the First
Saturday openings and Full
Moon openings for both March
and April have been cancelled.

3,180 Tower Visitors in
2018; Schedule
Shortened for 2019
A total of 2,754 visitors came to the Compton Hill
Water Tower during the 20 public openings of the 2018 season. With
another 426 group visitors, the year’s total reached 3,180.
The nine Saturday afternoon openings drew 976 visitors,
with the largest crowd of 210 coming on April 7, the day of the
special ceremony unveiling the new exhibit of 60 historic photos. One
Saturday opening, on Aug. 4, was cut short due to storms arriving
mid-afternoon.
The eight Full Moon openings attracted 1,430 persons,
the largest being 283 on Friday, July 27. Two Full Moon dates—in
March and November, were scratched due to weather.
Three Third Saturday evening openings—a new feature of
the summer season—drew 348 visitors during June, July and August.
Best attendance was on July 21, when 166 persons climbed the Tower.
The 2018 tally surpassed that of 2017, when 2,365 visitors
came. That year, 1,455 persons came for the Full Moon dates, and
889 came for the Saturday afternoon openings. That season was
shortened when tuckpointing work and the scaffolding it required
cancelled the four openings in September and October.
Similarly, the 2019 viewing season is being shortened because of a recurrence of pieces of masonry falling from the Tower. At
a special meeting Jan. 19, the WTPPS board scratched the Saturday
afternoon and Full Moon openings for March and April. By May, the
freeze-thaw swings of temperatures will be over, and the masonry features will be more stable.
The shorter season cuts 14 volunteer slots from the schedule, leaving 64 slots remaining to be filled. Volunteers can nail down
the dates and times they like best by accessing the on-line volunteer
registry.
To reserve your Tower dates, go to:
“http://signup.com/go/Mchs8G”
To reserve your day for gardening and planting, go to:
“http://signup.com/go/35mweV”

Hopefully, the problem can be addressed in time to allow openings to resume in May.
“The problem is the repeated cycles of freezing and
thawing we’ve experienced this winter,” Maxwell said. Moisture seeps into the concrete and limestone elements, and then
freezes when the temperature drops. When temperatures rise
above freezing, the masonry is released and falls off. “It’s the
over-and-over cycle of freezing and thawing—much like what’s
happening to produce lots of potholes in city streets—that’s
causing this recurrence,” he said.
In response to the problem, the Water Div. has padlocked all four gates in the metal fence that surrounds the base
of the Tower, and placed warning signs at each gate. Maxwell
said the Water Div has agreed to hire a firm with a high-level lift
to inspect all the possible sources of loose masonry, and to break
off any portions that appear to be likely to fall. Not until May
will the ground around the Tower be hard enough to support the
heavy lift equipment. Also, by May the risk of freezing will be
past, as will the likelihood of further falling masonry.
Tentatively, the Saturday, May 4 will be the first Saturday afternoon opening, and Saturday, May 18, the first Full
Moon opening.

Tower Openings for 2019
SATURDAY
AFTERNOONS

EVENINGS
[FM = Full Moon]
[LM = Live Music]

May

Sat, 4th
12 noon – 4 pm

Sat, 18th FM/LM
7:30 pm - 12 Midnight

June

Sat. 1st
12 noon – 4 pm

Mon 17th FM
8 pm – 12 Midnight
Sat. 22nd LM
7 – 11 pm

July

Sat. 6th
12 noon – 4 pm

Tues.16th FM
8 pm – 11 pm
Sat. 20th LM
8 pm - 12 Midnight

Aug.

Sat. 3rd
12 noon – 4 pm

Thurs 15th FM
7:30 pm – 10:30 pm
Sat. 24th LM
8 pm – 12 Midnight

Sept.

Sat. 7th
12 noon – 4 p.m.

Sat. 14th FM / LM
7 pm – 12 Midnight

Oct.

Sat. 5th
12 noon – 4 p.m.

Sun. 14th FM
6 pm - 10 pm

Nov.

Sat. 2nd
12 noon – 4 p.m.

Tues. 12th FM
4:30 pm - 7:30 p.m.
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very confident that we can come up with these funds. It will be a
stretch, to be sure, but I think we can make it!
IF THAT’S A STRETCH, then our next challenge will
demand a great “leap of faith!” I refer to the recurrence of falling
masonry from the exterior of the Tower, caused by the fierce
cycle of freezing and thawing this winter. (Story on Page 3)
When this happened three years ago, we had an
engineering firm conduct a thorough study of the masonry at
every level of the Tower. They estimated it would take $1
million to $1.5 million to replace the weakened elements and
restore the ornamentation to its original appearance.
Yes, obtaining that kind of money will take a fundraising effort of major proportions. And, to produce that effort, I
am forming a committee, consisting of each and every member
of our organization. Call it a “committee of the whole,” to plan
and execute such a fund campaign.
THE FIRST TASK FOR YOU, as a committee
member, is JUST to think: Do you have a friend who has fundraising experience? A relative who has raised money for their

church, or hobby group, or travel club? An acquaintance who
is a grant writer? Might you, yourself, be a member of a group
devoted to preserving historic structures?
This is what I’m asking—that our 200 or so WTPPS
members jog their memories about anyone connected to
fund-raising. Aren’t 200 heads better than one?
Next, I envision a meeting to share our ideas—to
brainstorm, if you will—on avenues to explore, people to
call, opportunities to examine, strategies to try. Think about
what you revere about the Compton Hill Water Tower. Think
of how to share this enthusiasm with an entire region of
admirers!
This effort will take time, and I don’t have a calendar
of dates to give you right now. So, you have a few months to
do this “skull” work and do some free-range thinking.
I’ll ask our Board to pick a time and a place for this
“committee” to meet. I’ll be eager to hear what you have
to say!

John Maxwell

Mission
The central purpose and role of the Water Tower & Park Preservation Society is defined as:

TO RESTORE, PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE COMPTON HILL WATER TOWER
AND ITS IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS AND TO FACILITATE COLLABORATIVE
RELATIONSHIPS WITH NEIGHBOURHOODS AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES.

The Water Tower & Park Preservation Society Inc.
Post Office Box 2156
St. Louis, MO 63158
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