WINTER 2020

Park Lighting Project Completed!

This aerial photo taken by a drone camera in the twilight of February 11
shows the new lighting just completed along the pathways of Reservoir
Park. At upper left is Highway I-44, and along the bottom are the amber
lights of Grand Blvd. The new lights extend along Russell Blvd., on the
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right, and circle around to the east side of the park, on Compton Hill
Place, in the top of the photo. The project was begun some six years ago
and was funded by a variety of City, neighborhood, organizational and
private donors. See story on Page 3. Drone Photo by Earl Fuskuty.

Joining Other Tower Preservationists

IT PAINS ALL OF
US that the Water Tower’s been
shuttered and locked for more than
a year because of the hazard of
falling masonry. And it’s daunting
to think of the cost—between
$500,000 and $1.5 million—
of repairing and replacing the
decorative ornamentation that the
Tower requires.

That’s why we have chosen to join with the Landmarks
Association of St. Louis in launching a major fundraising
campaign that will finance restoration of all three splendid
architectural towers in our City. (See full story on Page 2.)
The joint effort makes sense for several reasons. First,
we simply don’t have the organizational size or strength to raise
these repair funds on our own. Secondly, Landmarks has already
identified several major philanthropists who worry about the
survival of the beautiful North Grand and Bissell Point Towers.
Adding the Compton Hill Water Tower to the fundraising effort

See Message, Page 6
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Joining Landmarks Assn. for 3-Tower Effort
The Water Tower and Park Preservations Society (WTPPS)
is joining with the Landmarks Association of St. Louis in an effort to
raise funds for the repair and preservation of all three historic water
towers in St. Louis.
The so-called “Three-Tower Initiative” would reach out to a
wide array of financial resources—foundations, historic preservation
groups and individuals—to get the funds needed to repair the
crumbling ornamentation that has closed the Compton Hill Water
Tower for nearly a year, and to restore the long-neglected North
Grand and the Bissell Point Towers.
It would take approximately $7 million to accomplish these
goals, according to participants in a December meeting that examined
the topic and decided to pursue the joint effort. Participants included
WTPPS President John Maxwell, and Treasurer Dave Seifert,
Secretary John Palmer, Karen Goering, Patricia Taillon-Miller,
Bob Herleth and Bob Byrne. Also participating were Andrew Weil,
executive director of the Landmarks group, City Water Commissioner
Curt Skouby and City Parks Commissioner Kimberly Haegele.
Maxwell noted that he’d been approached by Weil, who said
that an anonymous donor has made a seven-figure financial offer
to repair the two northside towers. Because all three towers were
significant historic assets to the City, and because all have substantial
needs for repair, Weil thought the WTPPS would be interested in
a joint fund-raising effort. Maxwell concurred, and will pursue the
Three-Tower initiative.
As background, Weil said an engineering firm, hired thanks
to a private donor in 2016, found that the North Grand Tower (the
so-called “White” Tower) “is not in imminent danger of collapse”

but is “eroding.” It needs water proofing, tuckpointing and repairs
to its cast-iron Corinthian capital which sits atop the white shaft.
This tower has an interior ladder to the top, but no stairway. The
Bissell Point Tower (so-called “Red” Tower), needs tuckpointing and
restoration of its interior stairway, which is partially collapsed. The
limestone base and brickwork, as well as the greenspace surrounding
the base, also needs restoration.
Among the points raised at the meeting, Water
Commissioner Skouby said an upcoming Water Div. bond issue could
not divert funds to the towers, because that kind of use “is not within
the scope of bonding ordinances.” Parks Commissioner Haegele said
that she could not “accumulate” funds in her budget, inasmuch as
Parks can only spend what each year’s budget specifically authorizes.
It was noted that 3rd Ward Alderman Brandon Bosley was
actively interested in preserving the N. Grand tower, and that several
persons associated with the Mount Grace Convent and the College
Hill Neighborhood were also interested.
Other suggestions included the formation of a non-for-profit
corporation; formation of a public-private partnership to accept and
spend donated funds; a campaign to inform the public of the historic
value of all three towers; the need for civic leaders to endorse the
project; the possibility of including the Towers within the ZooMuseum Taxing District; and the possibility of hiring a staff person to
manage such a campaign.
Maxwell said the next step would be to form a committee
to recruit interested stakeholders—persons in the northside
neighborhoods as well as those throughout the region who are
interested in historic preservation—to pursue the initiative.

Same Message, New Billboard
The billboard at the corner of Grand and
Russell carries the same message about the
Tower’s season of openings and prices. But
the billboard itself is a new, much improved
carrier of the information. Completely
rebuilt with a 12-foot by 4-foot frame,
the former plywood board is now sheet
steel, and is painted by a fused-on method
that will last for years. Further, the three
mounting posts that were sinking in the turf
are replaced by poured concrete footings,
anchored solidly in the ground. All the
work—and the cost—was provided by the
Water Div. Thanks, Commissioner Skouby!
We appreciate it!
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Park Lighting Project Completed!
Installation of 66 new lightpoles along the pathways of
Reservoir Park, a project more than six years in the making, was
completed in early February, making a total of 103 new lights
installed in the park under the auspices of the Water Tower and Park
Preservation Society. The new 14-ft. pink granitoid poles, topped by
75-watt LED lights, were placed in late December at 18 spots along
the Russell Blvd. side of the park and in January at 48 places along
the Grand Blvd. side, making Reservoir Park glow like a brilliant
“white diamond” in the after-dark chain of City parks
A year ago, in Phase I of the lighting project, the east side
of the park, facing Compton Hill Place, received 37 of the new
lightpoles. Phases II and III, now completed, bring the total to 103.
Originally expected to be done by mid-2019, the project was delayed
by “interruptions in the supply chain” for some components of the
lamp fixture, according to RJP Electric, the contractor for the project.
The lightpoles, tinted by red powdered granite, resemble
the style of posts used for decades in City neighborhoods. They are
placed some 60 to 75 feet apart along the paved walkways, according
to a scheme designed by members of the board of the WTPPS. The
acorn-shaped lamps--30 inches of ribbed acrylic plastic--are expected
to provided 100,000 hours of service. Locations generally follow
existing walking pathways.
RJP installed new underground electrical wiring to power

the increased number of lights. The firm also removed several dozen
existing cobra-head and flat-top style lightpoles.
Financing the $478,000 cost of the final two phases was an
intricate mix of both public and private funds, solicited over several
years from many different sources. The WTPPS, drawing on funds
accumulated from years of membership payments and admission
fees to the Compton Hill Water Tower, contributed $101,000. Sixth
Ward Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia allocated $114,000 from the
6th Ward’s Capital Improvement Fund. The Compton Hill Reservoir
Square Residents Association (CHRSRA) contributed $25,000;
the City Water Div. provided $10,000; Metropolitan Parks and
Greenways Foundation provided $90,000 and $138,000 was obtained
from the 2013 City-wide Parks Improvement Bond Issue, funds
which had not been claimed by other parks.
John Maxwell, WTPPS president, said Alderwoman
Ingrassia deserves major credit for allocating funds under her
control, and identifying other sources of funding. Keith Wolkoff, a
member of the WTPPS board, helped draw on technical, design and
construction resources, and continued to push the project over many
complex hurdles that arose. The Residents Association, headed by
Adam Olszeski, pledged significant funds, and Paul Richter, also a
neighborhood resident, was a persistent advocate. Other members of
the WTPPS board kept track of the project over the years of effort.

Park’s ‘Jewelers’ Make the Beautiful Setting
It’s an axiom in the jewelry business: “God makes the
diamond, but the jeweler makes the beautiful setting.”
In much the same way, the Compton Hill Water Tower is an
architectural “jewel” that sits in a setting--- Reservoir Park---beautified
by our many “jewelers” who tend the shrubs and gardens in all parts of
the park.
During 2019, there were many eager teams of “jewelers.” A
40-member crew from Maplewood-Richmond Heights Middle School,
recruited for us by Operation Brightside, came in April and pulled dead
weeds and winter overgrowth from all of our planting beds. Later that
month, students from Parkway South Middle School did the same.
Howard University students came in March, and Maryville
University had a crew in September. Both teams mulched, raked, dug,
planted and weeded in various areas of the park,
A Clayton investment firm, NISA, had an employee team
volunteer in May. A high school group, called Mission St. Louis, came
in June and July. And several Master Gardeners, trained at Missouri
Botanical Garden, came in July and August.
It should also be mentioned that Reservoir Park
superintendent, Larry Hood, makes sure the grass of our jewelry
“setting” is cut and the walkway edges are trimmed before visitors

arrive for the monthly Saturday or Full Moon openings.
OBS granted us a Naturescaping Award of $677 for
purchasing some 50 perennials and three Dawn Redwood trees.
(See separate story). Most perennials are native plants that can take the
occasional droughts that our seasons experience.
Also, the grant was used to purchase a clutch of garden
tools, which will be stored in the Tower for the convenience of garden
volunteers.
“Operation Brightside has been a wonderful collaborator with
us for getting groups of volunteers,” Taillon-Miller says. “We couldn’t
have gotten so many helpers without them. We’re very appreciative.”
For the coming season, persons who like to garden will have
an easy-to-remember schedule for working. “We’ll be gardening for
the first hour of every Tower opening,” she said. That means, from
12 to 1, on the first Saturday of the month, garden volunteers may
come and find tools and assignments. For the evenings of a Full Moon
opening, the “gardening hour” will be from the scheduled opening.
As an incentive, volunteers who garden will receive a ticket for free
admission to the Tower—for that day or evening or for any other Tower
opening date.

New Trees Added to Park’s Inventory
Three new species of trees were planted in November, adding
still more variety to the wide diversity of trees in the Reservoir
Park inventory. Pictured at left are three Dawn Redwoods,
a species once thought to be extinct but were then found by
arborists in central China in the middle of the last century.
These three, purchased through the Naturescaping Grant we
received from Operation Brightside, are located east of the
pond, between two paved walkways just north of the Comfort
Station. They’re expected to grow to some 90 – 100 feet tall.
Also new is a persimmon tree, planted next to a bench just
to the right of the grand staircase leading up to the walkway
around the reservoir. And a new neighborhood resident,
Kelly Long, has donated a pussywillow, which you’ll find a
few feet to the north of the staircase to the northeast corner
of the reservoir.
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Our Membership Roster as of November 30, 2019
Tower Guardian
Commerce Bank
Paric Corporation
Patricia Taillon-Miller & Sara Miller

Foundation of
the Tower
Karen & Lawrence Goering
Steve & Nancy Kidwell
Mike Ness & Jenny Voelker
Mary Anne & Joe Sedey
Keith & Bonnie Taylor

Sponsors of
Reservoir Park
Janice Forsyth
Charles & JoAnne Gillespie
Cheryl & Keith Kowalczyk
Melinda Ligon
John Maxwell & Kit Jenkins
David & Jill Nissen
John Palmer
Katrina Pfeiffer
Barbara Prosse & Phil Heagney
Rob Rebman & Richard Poeling
Jon Ritter & Hannah Krigman
David & Jan Seifert
James & Michelle Sherman

Benefactors of
Reservoir Park
Botanicals Design Studio
Fleur De Lys Mansion
Powerhouse Sales
S.F. Shannon Real Estate
Management LLC
Robert & Linda Ballard
Hugh & Ann Bergman
Christine Bohnert
Joan Briccetti & Kathy Greminger
Robert & Suzanne Bruce
William Brush Jr.
Wes Buchek
Christina Buckel & Andrew Weil
E. Wardwell Buckner
Bob Byrne
Kristin Byrne
Pamela Coffin

Ann Corrigan
Robert & Barbara Crabtree
Daron Dierkes & Jee YoungMoon Shelley Donaho
Fran & Norma Fanara
Chris Finley & Daron Smith
Karen Freeman
Len Green & Ana Coelho
Mark & Shannon Groth
Adele Heagney & Mike Woolard
Rick & Kathleen Heagney
Bob & Joyce Herleth
Thomas & Jan Hesdra
David & Susan Hutchison
Wayne & Cheri Jones
Rick Kacinski & Gerry Rauch
Jeanne T. Keirle
Terence & Dawn Kelly
Denise King
Daniel L. Layne
Gayle & Jim Malone
Christopher Matthews
Birch & Catherine Mullins
Jane & Jim Orling
James Phelan
David & Nancy Poeling
Craig & Betsy Rebholz
Garry Reed & Dr. Sandra Christie
Paul & Tina Richter
David Royce
Norah Ryan & Arthur Graves
Bill & Kate Schoenhard
Justin Siegel
Anita Siegmund
Jeanette & Robert St. Vrain
Maryjo Thornburgh

Patrons of
Reservoir Park
Beck Ostrom Sweet LLC
Dana Gray & Associates
Eleven Eleven Mississippi
Failoni Consultants Real Estate
Preservation Research Office
Shaw Place Association
Tom Bastien & John Engelbach
Janiece Browne

Marilyn & Joe Chambers
Bruce & Mindy Chulka
Dawn Geshwender
Georgiana Grant
Valerie & Andy Hahn
Esley Hamilton
Janet & Clarence Harmon
Mark Herbers
Teresa Mayhew Hess & Phil Hess
Robert & Jane Keel
Dr. Maurice & Ernesta Lonsway
Emily and Jim Mahan
Joy Martin
Bazel & Sandra Meek
Howard & Penny Miller
Jeff & Julie Mudd
Phyllis Nolan
Patricia W. O’Neal
Andy & Christine Peters Family
Joyce Reese
Karen Roth
Sheri & Don Sherman
Ilissa Staadeker & Donald Kumer
Kevin Steincross and Ron Gibbs
Charles L. Turner
Robert Turnure
David Warner

Friends of
Reservoir Park
Fedora Amis
Daniel & Ronda Andrews
Hamid Bashir
Doug Bishop
Arthur & Hope Blumeyer
Karen Bode Baxter
Steven Brandes
Ms. Kell Brown
Marianne Burnes
Martha Desloge
Louise Drescher
J. Thomas Dunn
Ron & Vicky Frerker
Michael & Jessica Friedlander
Richard Gatz & Patricia Gatz
Betty Ann Gilbert
Kathy Grange & Paul Olivo

Corporate Sponsors

Linda Gurney
Jim & Mari Heslop
Charles & Jo Ann Hoehn
Nancy Hofheinz
Nellie Hohnsen
George Kerwin
Joyce Koenig & Kenneth
Schowengerdt
Michael Kohn
Daniel Lamping & Valerie Larson
Barbara Larson
Bill Larson
Lynette Logsdon & Earl Meyers
Dale Marx
Pat & Brigid McCauley
B.J. McCullen
John P. McGuire
Dan & Jill McGuire
Marlowe J Meyers
Carol Anne Mickey
Jim & Tracy Miles
Karen Miller & Wayne Rathjen
Richard Nelson
James Nicholson
Larry Nissen
Kathy Paulsen
Nicholas & Kathryn Pisoni
Cindy & Paul Rapponotti
Jay Reiter
Fredric Rissover
Royal & David Robbins
Daniel Roke
Michelle and Ross Rotherham
Margaret Sheppard
Greta Shoemaker
Kris & Jeff Smith
Janet Stanford
Tower Grove Park
Board of Commissioners
David Visintainer
Larry & Christine Voigt
Michael A. West
Robert Wheeler
Catherine White
Naomi S. White
Thomas Williams
Suzanne & Ted Zorn
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Remedy Being Sought

2019 a ‘Lost Season;’
2020 View Uncertain
For the first time since the Compton Hill Water Tower began
pubic openings in 2000, there were no visitor openings whatever in
2019, resulting in a “lost season” for the historic gem.
On several occasions last February and March, pieces of
masonry were found at the base of the Tower, fragments that had
fallen from the various ornamentations at both the lower and upper
levels of the historic structure. Because of the possible danger
to visitors, a fence was erected around the base of the Tower and
warning signs posted, asking person to keep their distance.
In all, some 19 potential openings—both Saturday afternoon
and monthly Full-Moon events--were scrubbed. By comparison, in
2018 there were some 3,700 visitors, and income of approximately
$12,000 from that year’s series of openings.
WTPPS President John Maxwell said the outlook for 2020 is
uncertain. The danger of falling masonry still exists, he said. Aside
from repairing the cause—at a total expense of some $800,000—
some interim protection might be devised, A protective screen,
extending some 12 feet from the Tower at the base level to “catch”
falling masonry, might be a possibility. Cost of such a protective
device, and the time to build and install it, is unknown. A type of
scaffolding shelter on the stairs to the Tower entrance is also being
considered. The Water Div. is committed to finding some interim
solution to the problem, Maxwell said.
In hope of some kind of remedy, we’ve prepared a
contingent schedule of 2020 openings. Check our Facebook page or
website for confirmation as the various dates grow near. Work on the
various planting areas and garden will continue, however, making the
park still an attraction for visitors.

2020 Tower Openings
SATURDAY			
AFTERNOONS
			
April
Sat. 4th			
12 noon – 4 p.m. 		
May

Sat. 2nd
		
12 noon – 4 p.m 		

June

Sat. 6th 			
12 noon – 4 p.m.

FULL MOON
EVENINGS
Wed. 8th
5:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Thurs. 7th
6 – 10 p.m.

		

Fri. 5th
6:30 – 11:30 p.m.

July

Sat. 4th 			
Sun. 5th
12 noon – 4 p.m.
6:30 – 10:30 p.m.
								
Aug.

Sat. 1st
12 noon – 4 p.m. 		

Sept.

Sat. 5th
12 noon – 4 p.m.

Mon. 3rd
6 - 9 p.m.
Wed. 2nd
5:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Oct.

Sat. 3rd
Thurs. 1st
12 noon – 4 p.m. 		
5 – 9 p.m.
							
					
Sat. 31st
					
4:30 – 11 p.m.
				
				
Nov.
Sat. 7th
Mon. 30th
12 noon – 4 p.m. 		
4 - 7p.m.

						

Bayer Garden Gets Brick Memorial Circle
A 40-inch-wide circle of bricks now surrounds the Bayer
Memorial Garden in the southeast corner of Reservoir Park, thanks to
the persistence and diligence of neighborhood volunteers.

Neighborhood resident Eric Ericson, left, scatters granulated limestone on
the bricks placed in a circle in late November around the Bayer Memorial
Garden in Reservoir Park, while Shelley Donaho sweeps the material into
the gaps between the bricks. The $2,000 memorial brick project was
funded by the neighborhood association.

It was more than a year ago that Paul Richter, a neighborhood resident, proposed the enhancement to the garden, a 30-footdiameter planting bed that was established in 1995 to honor the
memory of Stephen Bayer, a housing developer in the area. In 2014,
another granite marker was placed there, honoring the memory of
Stephen Lopez, another resident who faithfully planted and tended to
the garden’s daffodils, tulips and hosta. A centerpiece floral feature
changes yearly, and in the past has included ornamental grasses, crepe
myrtle and castor bean plants.
On Nov. 24, a team led by Richter leveled the turf around the
garden, which had previously been scraped clean by a rented backhoe, maneuvered by neighbors Tom and Edie Roy. After spreading a
base of granulated limestone, neighborhood volunteers Tina Kinney,
Phyllis Nolan, Aaron Young, Eric Erickson and Shelley Donaho
laid several hundred 4 x 8” bricks. WTPPS President and neighborhood resident John Maxwell steered a motorized tamper to settle and
level the bricks. Erickson and Donaho finished by spreading more
limestone and sweeping it into the gaps between the bricks.
The $2,000 cost of the project--for equipment rental, bricks
and limestone fill—was provided by the Compton Hill Reservoir
Square Residents Association.
Individual bricks to memorialize specific individuals will be
offered by CHRSRA, at a price not yet determined. Both 4 x 8” and
8 x 8” bricks will be available.
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makes it truly a Citywide effort, rather than just a north side
campaign. A joint campaign can recruit residents of all parts of
the region to get enthusiastic about all three Towers, and help
restore them to their original beauty!
I CAN ASSURE YOU we will share proportionately
in the proceeds of the fund-raising, at each stage of the effort. In
other words, the campaign leaders will allocate funds to each
Tower, as they become available for distribution. We won’t be
asked to wait until the other Towers are funded.
At this point, let me be clear that our membership fees and
our income from Tower openings will stay solely dedicated to the
Compton Hill Tower. Money raised for the restoration work will
be dedicated to the ‘Three Tower’ project and kept separate from
our ongoing operations.
In conducting a fundraising appeal, a very important
element is proof of wide support and concern. To be specific:
Letters from individual persons who admire the Towers, or
who may have strong childhood memories of them, will show
potential donors how valuable and important these civic treasures

are. Testimonials from admirers, young and old, near and far, will
prove that the wider community really does want to see them
preserved!
HERE’S WHERE YOU, our members and friends,
can help. Can you send me the names of any friend, relative,
neighbor or acquaintance who would be willing to write a note
of support? It needn’t be a long letter; just a positive statement
that they admire one—or all three—of these historic Towers and
that preserving the buildings is important to them. We won’t ask
them to work on a committee, or to make a financial contribution.
We’re just looking for names of influential persons who will
declare that they’re on board with this preservation effort.
Send their names and addresses, and whether you know
them personally, to me at the PO Box address elsewhere on this
page. I’ll take it from there. When we meet with potential donors,
we’ll spread these notes and letters across the desk and say: “Do
these three Water Towers matter to St.Louisans? Just look what
they have to say about them.”
I can tell you, it will seal the deal!

					

John Maxwell

Mission
The central purpose and role of the Water Tower & Park Preservation Society is defined as:

TO RESTORE, PRESERVE AND PROMOTE THE COMPTON HILL WATER TOWER
AND ITS IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS AND TO FACILITATE COLLABORATIVE
RELATIONSHIPS WITH NEIGHBOURHOODS AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES.

The Water Tower & Park Preservation Society Inc.
Post Office Box 2156
St. Louis, MO 63158
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